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Joppa/Joppatowne Community Advisory Board 
Meeting Number 6 (12-15) 

December 7, 2015 

 

Joppa/Joppatowne Community Advisory Board meetings are held the first Monday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend and participate.  Meetings are held at the Harford 

County Sheriff's Office Southern Precinct, 1305 Pulaski Highway, Edgewood, MD 21040. 

 Meeting Number 6 was called to order by Chairperson Paula Mullis at 7:09 p.m., followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  The November minutes were motioned for approval by Gloria Moon and 

seconded by Dion P. Guthrie.  Community Advisory Board members voted for approval. 

 

 Special guests present were Steven G. Tomczewski, Executive Director, Environmental 

Operations Group; Andrew F. Tress, Citizens Affairs Specialist; Preacher Adam Shellenbarger, 

Joppatowne Christian Church; Capt. Donald Gividen, Southern Precinct Commander; Councilman Mike 

Perrone; Donna Blasdell, Administrative Aide to Councilman Perrone; and Sue Sapp, Administrative 

Assistant to County Council President Richard C. Slutzsky.  

 

 CAB members present were Paula Mullis, Gloria Moon, Doris G. Carey, Dion P. Guthrie and 

Ron Sollod. CAB members absent were Pastor Reeves, Fran Salbeck, Reno Eitel and James B. Lyons, 

III. 

 

Sheriff’s Office / Community Policing Report  

 Captain Donald Gividen of the Harford County Sheriff’s Office shared the community Crime 

Report for November 6 through December 6.  The top three categories of calls for service were alarms 

(53), suspicious incidents (53), and thefts (27).  Of the 53 alarm calls, 30 were residential, 10 were 

commercial and 13 were cancelled en-route.  Capt. Gividen spoke briefly about the homicides, drug 

overdoses and heroine in the county.  Baltimore City and Wilmington, DE seem to be areas to get 

heroine easily.  Teenagers seem to start heroine at a much earlier age. 

 

Maryland Environmental Service   

 Steven Tomczewski, Executive Director of Environmental Operations Group, gave a general 

overview of the Maryland Environmental Service.  He said the MES has over 800 employees.  He 
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shared that the Maryland Environmental Service was created by the Governor and the MD Legislature in 

1970.  The Maryland Environmental Service provides water and wastewater treatment, solid waste 

management, composting, recycling, dredged material management, hazardous materials clean up, and 

renewal energy.  MES is governed by a nine-member Board of Directors.  Operating funds are generated 

by fees charged for its services and do not come from State general funds.  Tomczewski specifically 

stated that there are no plans for a waste transfer station in Harford County.  It was also reported that the 

County Executive stated that there will be no transfer station in Harford County ever.  It was also stated 

that minimal commercial trash will be sent to Scarboro Landfill. Mr. Tomczewski was thanked for his 

participation by the Chair Paula Mullis. 

 Andrew F. Tress, Citizen Affairs Specialist gave a brief county update.  He said that the county 

has a new service app – “you check,we fix.”  It is much easier to use.  He also gave a brief update on the 

county’s master plan.  Andrew asked for more community input and stated that comments can still be 

made to the draft.  Continue with your comments and include your address so that what is said can be 

incorporated in the plan. 

  

Board of Education Updates by Jansen Robinson  

 

 Board of Education Member Jansen Robinson was unable to attend the CAB meeting because 

the Board of Education met the same night.  He sent a report that was shared by former councilman 

Dion Guthrie.  The subject of the report was about under capacity schools including, Joppatowne High 

School.  Jansen shared that as our representative to the Board of Education he was bringing to our 

attention that in light of declining enrollment, Joppatowne High School has been mentioned as one 

school that could be closed.  His suggestion was that we should be telling the BOE what we need in our 

community.  The information shared prompted a lot of discussion with community members.  It was 

decided that a committee be started and decide what community members can do to offer suggestions to 

the BOE and County on how the school can remain in the Joppa/Joppatowne community.  Doris Carey 

will co-chair the committee and seek other members of the community to join the committee.  If you 

would like to join the “Saving Joppatowne High School Committee” please email dgcarey2@verizon.net 

or leave a message at (443) 802-5282. 

 County Councilman Mike Perrone talked briefly about creating a permanent advocacy group 

concerning the Greenway.  He talked about connecting trails to build a better trail network.  He said he 
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was envisioning a greenway connected through Joppatowne.  The discussion continues with input from 

community members.  Some mentioned that there needs to be an incentive for redevelopment in 

Joppatowne.  They discussed tourism and economic development.  They want to know how to be able to 

access funds from the county.  There is a need to start talking to developers to see what is here to draw 

developers.                      

  

Community Updates from CAB and Community. 

 Ron Sollod shared State Fire Marshall’s suggestions for home safety.  Beware of plug-in air 

fresheners which can cause house fires.  He also suggested checking fire alarms and making sure your 

decorations are safe.  Jim Lyons, III is now the president of the Joppa-Magnolia Volunteer Fire 

Company.  Dion Guthrie stated that Jansen Robinson, our BOE representative, will conduct a public 

input session for community members on January 19, 2016 at the Epic Center.  All are invited to attend 

and bring suggestions. 

 Community members are still concerned about the approximately $1.3 million from the local 

hotel tax that most jurisdictions in Harford County are eligible to receive.  The Joppa/Joppatowne 

council representative did not apply for the money.  Paula Mullis plans to get State Senator J.B. Jennings 

to make a presentation at January’s CAB meeting.  

  

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

Doris G. Carey, Secretary 


